INTRODUCTION  OF   CALVINISM

of them no longer drew any sense of security from their religious
practices, and felt in need of a doctrine drawn directly from the
Gospel.

The ecclesiastical authorities had grown so weak or indifferent
that they' tolerated the preaching of the new doctrines, and the
ecclesiastical courts no longei took regular action against heretics.
At first the royal authority hesitated which side to take. Francis I
was attracted by the Renaissance and was not hostile to all new
ideas; besides which he had formed an alliance with the Lutheran
princes against the Emperor. His sister Marguerite, Queen of
Navarre, extended her protection to the partisans of Church re-
form, such as Lefebvre of Etaples and Marot, who had composed
the version of the Psalms sung by the Calvinists. In the end
Francis I sided against the innovators. His successor, Henry II,
resolved to combat heresy and adopted vigorous measures: he
deprived the ecclesiastical tribunals of the right to try heretics and
transferred it to the royal judges, who were less merciful. Finally
an edict of 1551 established the death-penalty for heresy and
ordered the denunciation of heretics under pain of very severe
punishment.

JlNTRODUGTI ON   OF   CALVINISM   INTO   PRANCE

Thus it was impossible for Calvinism to spread in France except
in secret - at first in the form of isolated conversions brought about
by secret reading or conversation; but all converts who made any
open demonstration of their opinions were discovered and exe-
cuted. The first result of the propaganda was merely to make
martyrs - townspeople, merchants, priests, monks, artisans, or
printers who were capable of sufficient enthusiasm for a doctrine
to risk their lives for it.

After the middle of the century conversions became more fre-
quent. The Council, which had twice been summoned with a view
to reforming the Church, had dispersed; the clergy seemed in-
capable of reforming themselves, and the Reformation now seemed
possible only in the form of a revolt against the pope. Pastors from
Geneva began to arrive, trained in the new Academy of theology,
and went about the towns holding secret meetings with the con-
nivance of the local authorities, at which believers eager to hear